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WATCH OUT FOR THIS GUY, "HE'S MEAN"

SHERRIE

You always hear spouses say, "He or  
she is my better half."

For 54 years that saying has worked for 
my husband, Dick, and me. However, 
there are other halves. Many of us have 
been lucky to have another half at 
work. For me, that's been Sherrie.

She's techie. I'm not. She's calm, and I'm 
not. She's edited, over the years, zillions 
of my saucy emails. Sherrie was our  
8th employee in one small operation. 

Fall weekend in Northern Wisconsin. Four generations of our family, circa 2000.

Many years ago, at a family Christmas holiday, the kids 
were all in their finest outfits and roughhousing. You 
know, the ones where all the cousins come in from all 
over? Sound familiar?

Father Uihlein, the head of the family, had a towering 
presence, and we respected his values. All he had to 
say was, "Stop it now," and, believe me, the kids did!  
One time I overheard one of our kids say, "You gotta 
watch out for this guy, he's mean!"

You could call him anytime to go over something 
you wanted his opinion on. He was so wise. He drove 
Pontiac or Buick sedans, always over 100,000 miles.  
No Cadillacs or Ferraris, ever.

Father Uihlein didn't do the grandparents watching 
soccer games, football games or tennis matches – 
even if it was the state championship. Instead, we  
had frequent dinners at his house, where business, 
issues of the day, fishing muskies and, always, politics 
were discussed. You made very sure you knew the 
important news of the day.

Living your life and raising your kids were easier in an 
easier time. There was no legalized marijuana, defund 
the police or social media. We, like so many families, 
were raised with a sharp moral compass. The rules 
were the rules, but it was OK.

Over the years we obviously have 
grown a lot. Through the roughest  
of days, she always said, "We'll get 
through this." And we always have.  
She can laugh at any situation or 
exercise patience and calmness.

After 34 amazing years, she is retiring. 
My tears can't stop. But all of us at Uline 
wish Sherrie more precious time with 
her family, pink martinis, lots of laughs 
and many cruise ship vacations.  
She is the best. Working away on a Saturday morning at Uline, 

October 23, 2021.


